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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR CALIBRATING
AND SYNCHRONIZING A RECEIVER

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is generally related to the field of
measurement systems for electronic components and
devices. More in particular, it relates to calibration and syn-
chronization techniques for use with such systems.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In many cases high-frequency components are being char-
acterized with a sine wave signal. Due to the non-linear
behaviour of components the resulting signals contain har-
monics.

To test components in more realistic circumstances, often a
modulated sine wave is applied. Due to the non-linear behav-
iour of the component under test, the resulting signal now
contains modulated harmonics. The modulation bandwidth
increases due to the non-linear behaviour and increases with
the number of harmonics. Also around DC, the modulation
can manifest itself (FIG. 1).

When testing mixers under modulation conditions, one can
expect harmonics of the local oscillator (LO) frequency and
of the main modulated input frequency and mixing products
of both to be present at all mixer ports. As such one can
identify different discrete tones in the frequency domain at
the mixing products of the LO frequency f,, and the main
input frequency f|, also called the carrier. These tones are
being modulated and possibly broadened depending on the
mixing products (FIG. 2a).

The analogue signals x(t) under consideration comprise a
set of discrete tones (including DC) which are modulated.
The modulation possibly can come from different sources
and may be phase coherent or phase incoherent. The modu-
lation signals themselves can have a discrete or continuous
spectrum as illustrated in FIG. 25.

This type of signal x(t) is measured with one or another
type of receiver, converting the analogue signal into a set of
numbers X, (k) that represent the input signal (FIG. 3).
These numbers can be in time-domain or frequency-domain
or a combination thereof. The representation domain is not of
any importance.

The receiver measuring the above type of signals is kept in
its linear region of operation by limiting the signal peak
amplitude, thus avoiding the introduction of any non-linear
effect on the measured signal. Nevertheless, the receiver dis-
torts the signal in amplitude and phase as function of the
frequency through its inherent linear filtering characteristics.
Due to this linear filtering effect represented by a transfer
function, it is not possible to reconstruct the original signal
x(t) directly from the numbers xg,.(k) in the representation
domain.

To reconstruct/measure the high frequency signal x(t) cor-
rectly, it is necessary to determine the receiver transfer char-
acteristic in amplitude and phase as a function of frequency.
To determine the transfer function, one applies a well known
input signal x(t), resulting into a series of numbers X, (k)
from which the distorting transfer function can be calculated
accurately. This signal, which is called “reference” or “cali-
bration” signal, is further assumed to be perfectly known.

To measure/reconstruct a signal being distorted by the
receiver, the transfer function must be determined at the fre-
quencies or frequency bands related to the measured signal.
As such also the “reference” signal must have power at the
frequencies and/or in the frequency bands where one needs to
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know the transfer function. To determine the transfer charac-
teristic accurately, in many cases a frequency-selective mea-
surement is performed to determine amplitude and phase
distortion at discrete frequency tones. Therefore, the “refer-
ence” signal is created so that it contains discrete tones by
making sure that the “reference” signal is a periodic signal.

There is a need for an efficient hardware implementation to
create a reference signal with discrete tones, optimized for the
type of signals of FIG. 2b such that power is present at
frequencies and frequency bands of interest.

To determine the transfer function in amplitude, well-
known power calibration techniques exist. To determine the
transfer function in phase, one technique is to apply a signal
known in phase (calibration or reference signal) at the
receiver input and to compare the measured response with the
known signal. Possibly the interaction of the receiver with the
device generating the calibration signal needs to be charac-
terized and corrected for. Different means, like a network
analyzer set-up, can be used for this purpose by measuring the
reflection factor of the device generating the reference signal
and by assuming a flow graph as equivalent model. This type
of correction is well known in the art.

Further also techniques exist to know the phase content of
the calibration or reference signal. This signal is typically a
narrow pulse with a broad frequency content. Knowing the
signal not only in phase but also in power allows determining
at the same time the amplitude and phase of the receiver
transfer function.

Only real-time receivers have the possibility to measure a
one-shot broadband calibration signal and even with this type
of receivers it is better to apply a periodic signal to improve
signal-to-noise ratio by measuring longer traces, equal to a
multiple of periods. To determine the transfer function using
one or another form of a well known periodic signal, the
calibration or reference signal must have power at least at the
frequencies of interest.

Nowadays this is typically done by creating a dense enough
frequency grid by using a narrow pulse, which can be char-
acterized accurately and which is fired with a low periodicity.
The pulse width in combination with the pulse shape deter-
mines the highest available frequency components and the
periodicity of firing determines the frequency grid density
(FI1G. 4). To create a dense grid, the fundamental frequency of
the harmonics must below. A fundamental problem with this
approach is that the power spectrum is very low in power
because the peak amplitude of the pulse must be limited in
order not to overdrive the receiver to avoid any non-linear
distortion on the signal to be measured. As such a large
dynamic range is required for the receiver just to perform the
calibration. This can be understood easily. Suppose one wants
to measure a RF signal with 1 GHz carrier, three harmonics
and modulated with a signal of 10 kHz periodicity. This
results in discrete tones of kx1 GHz+Ix10 kHz, which is a
sparse frequency grid. With the approach illustrated in FIG. 4,
one runs a pulse generator at the low frequency rate of 10 kHz
to create a dense grid of tones to cover the required frequency
grid. To cover the highest required harmonic of 3 GHz, the
pulse needs to be very short compared to the repetition rate.
Therefore, there is only power present during a very short
time compared to the repetition rate of 0.1 ms. As a result the
power spectrum is very low because the power spreads across
all the spectrum components with a spacing of 10 kHz at least
up to 3 GHz (300 000 spectral components).

It is known that by using a Pseudo-Random Binary
Sequence (PRBS) sequence it is possible to increase the
power spectrum (FIG. 5). However, for both cases the fre-
quency grid density is equally spaced from DC to the highest
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frequency components, which in most cases covers many
more frequencies than required by the measurement signals.
The power spectrum is higher because the pulses are fired at
a higher frequency and the periodicity is realized by dropping
out pulses in a specific sequence, determined by the PRBS
sequence.

Certain receivers are narrowband and cannot measure the
signals as illustrated in FIG. 3 at once. They need to scan the
measured signal frequency band by frequency band and need
to reconstruct the original analogue signal after the conver-
sion to numbers. Jumping from frequency band to frequency
band the phase coherence is lost for most receiver topologies.
To establish phase coherence though, an additional separate
receiver, coherently measuring in parallel with the measure-
ment receiver, measures a signal having the same properties
as the above-mentioned calibration or reference signal. This
calibration or reference signal has phase coherence by con-
struction. The difference is that for this signal one does not
need to know the phase values of the spectral components.
The only requirement is that the signal be stable so that the
measured signal can be normalized against it. This signal is
referred to as a “‘synchronization signal”. As such the “syn-
chronization signal” is the same as the “calibration or refer-
ence signals” except that one does not need to know its phase
values neither the amplitude values.

In the prior art solutions as explained above, the power of
the “reference” or the “synchronization” signal is smeared
over the full frequency range of the signal with a spectral
density equal to the periodicity of the signal. As such the
power spectral density function is very low and requires a
high dynamic range of the receiver already only for calibra-
tion or synchronization purposes. Hence, there is a need for a
solution where the frequency tones (and as such the available
power of the signal) are concentrated around a discrete list of
tones, typically the fundamental frequency and some of its
harmonics, or even are concentrated on an arbitrary given set
of frequencies, depending on the signals to characterize. This
solution can be used to determine the phase characteristic of
a receiver with a lower dynamic range at the frequencies of
interest. The frequencies of interest are enforced by the type
of signals to measure. Also this solution can be used to syn-
chronize the receiver with a synchronization signal at a lower
dynamic range while moving from one frequency to another.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of embodiments of the present invention to
provide for a system and method for calibrating and synchro-
nizing a receiver device, wherein the requirements of a large
dynamic range for the receiver can be reduced. It is a further
object to provide a method for calibrating and synchronizing
a receiver device wherein an equal power spread across the
full frequency range is avoided.

The above objective is accomplished by the solution
according to the present invention.

In a first aspect the invention relates to a system for cali-
brating and for synchronizing a receiver. The system is
arranged for receiving a reference clock signal in a firstand a
second signal path and comprises

generator means for generating in the first signal path a first
plurality of phase coherent tones derived from said reference
clock signal and for generating in the second signal path a
second plurality of phase coherent tones derived from said
reference clock signal, said second plurality of phase-coher-
ent tones being at lower frequencies than said first plurality of
phase-coherent tones, and
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gating means for gating said first plurality of phase coher-
ent tones by said second plurality of phase-coherent tones,
such that the phase-coherent tones of the second signal path
appear in a distorted version around tones of said plurality of
phase-coherent tones of the first signal path, and for output-
ting a resulting gated signal.

Due to the fact that both signal paths receive a same refer-
ence clock signal, synchronous operation in both paths is
ensured. In the first signal path a first set of phase coherent
tones is generated, while in the second signal path another set
of'phase coherent tones is generated at lower frequencies than
in the first set. By providing gating or multiplying means
generator pulses of the first signal path are gated at a much
lower frequency rate by the generator pulses of the second
signal path, which allow generating dense spectral compo-
nents around the spectral components of the sparse frequency
grid created by the generator in the first signal path. The
proposed system can be used both for calibration purposes
and for synchronization of a receiver.

In a preferred embodiment the system comprises storage
means for storing at least one characteristic of the outputted
gated signal.

In an advantageous embodiment the gating means is imple-
mented with logic circuitry.

Preferably the system further comprises a pulse generator
arranged for receiving the outputted gated signal and for
narrowing pulses in the outputted gated signal. This repre-
sents the most preferred way to implement the system in
practice.

In a preferred embodiment the generator means comprises
in the first signal path and/or the second signal path a divider
to reduce the frequency of the reference clock signal.

In a preferred embodiment the generator means comprises
in the first signal path and/or the second signal path a bit
sequence generator to adapt the periodicity of the bit
sequence generator output signal by leaving out pulses so that
a periodicity is obtained that yields a dense grid and with
more power than with just a divider. Advantageously the bit
sequence generator is a pseudo-random bit sequence genera-
tor. In another advantageous embodiment the bit sequence
generator is a periodic bit sequence generator arranged for
synthesizing a specific pattern of phase-coherent tones.

In a further embodiment the generator means further com-
prises in the first signal path and/or the second signal path a bit
sequence generator and a divider to reduce the frequency of
the reference clock signal.

Preferably the system comprises a frequency synthesizer
for modifying the frequency of the reference clock signal.

In one embodiment at least a part of the generator means is
implemented on a field programmable gate array.

In another aspect the invention also relates to a method for
calibrating and for synchronizing a receiver. The method
comprises

receiving a reference clock signal in a first and a second
signal path,

generating in the first signal path a first plurality of phase
coherent tones derived from the reference clock signal and
generating in the second signal path a second plurality of
phase coherent tones derived from the reference clock signal,
said second plurality of phase-coherent tones being at lower
frequencies than the first plurality of phase-coherent tones,

gating the first plurality of phase coherent tones by the
second plurality of phase-coherent tones, such that the phase-
coherent tones of the second signal path appear in a distorted
version around tones of the plurality of phase-coherent tones
of'the first signal path, and outputting a resulting gated signal.
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In a preferred embodiment the generation of said first and/
or said second plurality of phase coherent tones is performed
using a bit sequence generator.

In an advantageous embodiment a periodic bit sequence is
applied for synthesizing a specific pattern of phase-coherent
tones.

For purposes of summarizing the invention and the advan-
tages achieved over the prior art, certain objects and advan-
tages of the invention have been described herein above. Of
course, it is to be understood that not necessarily all such
objects or advantages may be achieved in accordance with
any particular embodiment of the invention. Thus, for
example, those skilled in the art will recognize that the inven-
tion may be embodied or carried out in a manner that achieves
or optimizes one advantage or group of advantages as taught
herein without necessarily achieving other objects or advan-
tages as may be taught or suggested herein.

The above and other aspects of the invention will be appar-
ent from and elucidated with reference to the embodiment(s)
described hereinafter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will now be described further, by way of
example, with reference to the accompanying drawings,
wherein like reference numerals refer to like elements in the
various figures.

FIG. 1 illustrates some modulated harmonics of an ampli-
fied and distorted test signal.

FIG. 2a illustrates the mixing of a modulated signal with
the local oscillator frequency and its harmonics. FIG. 26
illustrates a mathematical description of the considered type
of modulation signals with discrete or continuous spectrum
around a discrete set of tones.

FIG. 3 illustrates the conversion of an analogue signal into
a digital representation.

FIG. 4 illustrates a prior art solution wherein a dense fre-
quency grid is created by means of a narrow pulse fired with
low periodicity.

FIG. 5 illustrates a prior art solution wherein a PRBS
sequence is applied to increase the power spectrum.

FIG. 6 represents a scheme with a PGBS and a pulse
generator to generate a narrow pulse. Also the location of the
tones in the spectrum at the pulse generator output is shown.

FIG. 7 illustrates an embodiment of the solution according
to the invention.

FIG. 8 represents a generator with a so called Tone Selec-
tive Bit Sequence.

FIG. 9 illustrates an embodiment with logic gates and a
pulse generator driven by an AND gate as gating circuit.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE
EMBODIMENTS

The present invention will be described with respect to
particular embodiments and with reference to certain draw-
ings but the invention is not limited thereto but only by the
claims.

Furthermore, the terms first, second and the like in the
description and in the claims, are used for distinguishing
between similar elements and not necessarily for describing a
sequence, either temporally, spatially, in ranking or in any
other manner. It is to be understood that the terms so used are
interchangeable under appropriate circumstances and that the
embodiments of the invention described herein are capable of
operation in other sequences than described or illustrated
herein.
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It is to be noticed that the term “comprising”, used in the
claims, should not be interpreted as being restricted to the
means listed thereafter; it does not exclude other elements or
steps. It is thus to be interpreted as specifying the presence of
the stated features, integers, steps or components as referred
to, but does not preclude the presence or addition of one or
more other features, integers, steps or components, or groups
thereof. Thus, the scope of the expression “a device compris-
ing means A and B” should not be limited to devices consist-
ing only of components A and B. It means that with respect to
the present invention, the only relevant components of the
device are A and B.

Reference throughout this specification to “one embodi-
ment” or “an embodiment” means that a particular feature,
structure or characteristic described in connection with the
embodiment is included in at least one embodiment of the
present invention. Thus, appearances of the phrases “in one
embodiment” or “in an embodiment” in various places
throughout this specification are not necessarily all referring
to the same embodiment, but may. Furthermore, the particular
features, structures or characteristics may be combined in any
suitable manner, as would be apparent to one of ordinary skill
in the art from this disclosure, in one or more embodiments.

Similarly it should be appreciated that in the description of
exemplary embodiments of the invention, various features of
the invention are sometimes grouped together in a single
embodiment, figure, or description thereof for the purpose of
streamlining the disclosure and aiding in the understanding of
one or more of the various inventive aspects. This method of
disclosure, however, is not to be interpreted as reflecting an
intention that the claimed invention requires more features
than are expressly recited in each claim. Rather, as the fol-
lowing claims reflect, inventive aspects lie in less than all
features of a single foregoing disclosed embodiment. Thus,
the claims following the detailed description are hereby
expressly incorporated into this detailed description, with
each claim standing on its own as a separate embodiment of
this invention.

Furthermore, while some embodiments described herein
include some but not other features included in other embodi-
ments, combinations of features of different embodiments are
meant to be within the scope of the invention, and form
different embodiments, as would be understood by those in
the art. For example, in the following claims, any of the
claimed embodiments can be used in any combination.

It should be noted that the use of particular terminology
when describing certain features or aspects of the invention
should not be taken to imply that the terminology is being
re-defined herein to be restricted to include any specific char-
acteristics of the features or aspects of the invention with
which that terminology is associated.

In the description provided herein, numerous specific
details are set forth. However, it is understood that embodi-
ments of the invention may be practiced without these spe-
cific details. In other instances, well-known methods, struc-
tures and techniques have not been shown in detail in order
not to obscure an understanding of this description.

The present invention aims to present a solution to calibrate
at least in phase and/or synchronize a receiver as function of
a set of discrete frequencies, optimally chosen for the types of
signals to be used during test while reducing the requirement
on the dynamic range of the receiver.

As already mentioned, the modulation may in principle be
phase coherent or phase-incoherent. In the present invention,
however, the phase-coherent case is assumed, which is the
most difficult to measure properly. Being able to deal with the
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phase-coherent situation provides also the solution in case the
modulations are phase-incoherent.

Pulse generators used to create frequency tones are also
referred to as comb generators. Pulse or comb generators to
calibrate and/or synchronize receivers on a dense frequency
grid are as such known in the art. They use a low repetition
rate of the pulse driven by a reference clock signal (possibly
followed by a divider IN) to create a dense equidistant fre-
quency grid with spectral content up to the highest spectral
component, determined by the pulse width and pulse shape.
To increase the power level of the power spectrum, a Pseudo
Random Bit Sequence (PRBS) can be used. A similar spectral
density is achieved but with increased power level, because
the periodicity is not achieved by dividing the pulse rate but
by eliminating pulses. As such, more power is available for
the same period.

Existing comb generators are represented in FIG. 6, where
the Periodic Generic Bit Sequence (PGBS) 100 stands for
different concrete implementations, as illustrated also in FIG.
6: areference clock signal followed by a divider (/N, possibly
with N=1) or by a Pseudo Random Bit Sequence (PRBS)
generator or by a divider followed by a PRBS. The PGBS can
be followed by a pulse generator 200 or pulse shaping net-
work that will generate a narrow pulse driven by the PGBS
output. Thanks to the pulse, which is much narrower than the
pulses generated by the PGBS, the discrete spectrum is
extended in frequency. FIG. 6 also illustrates the frequency
locations of a power spectrum (1) obtained at the pulse gen-
erator output.

In one aspect the invention proposes a solution to concen-
trate a lower-frequency spectrum of discrete tones around the
set of higher-frequency equally distributed discrete tones,
where the lower-frequency power spectrum gets possibly dis-
torted differently for each of the higher-frequency tones due
to linear and non-linear effects of the additional required
circuitry. These distortions are of no importance. In most
cases a pulse generator does the final shaping of the generated
pulse. The importance is to generate power, distorted or not,
at frequencies of interest without wasting power in frequency
ranges without interest and as such increasing the power in
the frequency ranges of interest. This innovation is highly
advantageous for calibrating and synchronizing receivers for
modulated signals where the carrier and its harmonics are
present, where typically the modulation bandwidths are lower
than the frequency spacing between the carrier and its har-
monics. The higher-frequency discrete tones of the above-
mentioned existing comb generator map on the harmonics
and the discrete power spectrum around these higher-fre-
quency discrete tones (created by other means) maps on the
modulation.

This solution can be realized by gating comb generator
pulses, either shaped or not shaped by a pulse generator, using
a gating or multiplying circuit 300, which gates or multiplies
these pulses at a much lower frequency rate (FI1G. 7) than the
pulse rate of the comb generator (100) in the first signal path
with optionally a pulse shaping network (200). The comb
generator pulses from the first pulse generator run at a higher
clock frequency compared to the equivalent clock frequency
which would be needed to generate a dense frequency grid to
cover at least the frequencies of interest with the existing
approach. Indeed, the first mentioned comb generator only
generates the sparse frequency grid. Through the properly
selected gating process driven by the second comb generator
150, dense spectral components are generated around the
spectral components of the sparse frequency grid.

The comb generator in the first signal path (100 and,
optionally, 200—see FIG. 6) generates a sparse frequency
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grid with a large frequency spacing. As already mentioned it
can use a PRBS approach to generate the signal more effi-
ciently. The comb generator 150 in the second signal path
(FIG. 7) gates or multiplies the signal generated by 100 and
200 at a slower pace. This can be done by gating at a much
lower frequency range, possibly taking advantage of a PRBS,
which optimizes the power distribution around the discrete
tones. As a result a dense set of spectral components can be
generated around the tones of the sparse frequency grid (FIG.
7) with an optimal power spectrum.

Both comb generators can be generated from the same
reference clock or can be locked together by means of a phase
locked loop mechanism (FIG. 7). As such the signals in both
paths remain phase coherent.

In the above both for the first and second path a PGBS was
used to generate a set of discrete tones. Both with the divider
and the PRBS approach as PGBS, the tones are spread equally
across the frequency range with a maximum frequency, deter-
mined by the pulse width and the pulse shape. With the PRBS
it is known to have some larger tones at multiples of the clock
frequency. It is only in the gating or multiplication process
that spectral components get concentrated in the frequency
domain. One aspect of the invention relates to the use of a
special periodic bit sequence as PGBS to optimize the power
levels on selected discrete tones for one of the paths or for
both paths (FIG. 8). The generator with the special periodic
bit sequence is referred to as “Tone Selective Bit Sequence”
(TSBS).

It is possible to use a global optimization algorithm to
calculate a bit sequence that optimizes the power levels at
given discrete spectral components and reduce the power at
the other spectral tones (see residual tones—FIG. 8). This bit
sequence is also periodic.

To determine the periodic bit sequence resulting in
increased power at selected non-equidistant frequencies
while reducing the power at other frequencies, one can use
different approaches to determine a global optimization algo-
rithm. One implementation of such algorithm comprises gen-
erating a baseband time domain signal containing the desired
tones, set for example to 1 with a random phase to minimize
the crest factor. The undesired tones are set to zero. The goal
is to create a sequence of ones and zeros such that the result-
ing spectrum is as close as possible to the desired one. One
implementation simply uses clipping: a positive or zero
sample value gets a “1”” and a negative value corresponds to a
“0”. This bit sequence is used as replacement for the above
divider or PRBS, which are known in the art. This new
sequence concentrates power on the desired spectral tones,
while reducing the power on the undesired tones. To extend
the frequency range the TSBS can also be followed by a pulse
generator or pulse shaping network.

Due to the nature of the signals, comprising of repetitive
pulses, the pattern of the selected frequencies will repeat as
harmonically related spectral components. To generate tones
on an arbitrary grid extending into the frequency range deter-
mined by the pulse generator or pulse shaping network, one
possibly needs to generate tones at lower frequencies which
are harmonically related to the tones at the requested higher
frequency.

In a similar way as the PRBS, the TSBS can be preceded by
a divider to reduce the clock speed.

The gating or multiplication circuit can be followed by a
pulse shaping or pulse generating circuit (see FIG. 7). This
circuit uses the pulses coming out of the gating or multipli-
cation circuit as a trigger to generate typically a pulse which
is much more narrowband. In this way the frequency range of
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the reference or calibration signal is being expanded depend-
ing on the pulse width and the pulse shape.

The actual implementation of the solution as explained
above can be realised in many different ways. One way
involves the use of logic gates with an AND gate as gating
circuit. To extend the frequency range the AND gate can
followed by a pulse generator as shown in FIG. 9. Another
embodiment is to implement the generation of the bit
sequence and the logic gates including the gating or multipli-
cation functionality into a FPGA or a variant of a FPGA,
possibly followed by a pulse generator. To use the solution as
a calibration or reference signal the device can be foreseen of
amemory or storage means such that the pulse characteristics
can be stored and recalled during the calibration process.

The reference signal generator of the present invention can
be used to calibrate sampler-based or real-time oscilloscopes,
network analyzers and vector signal analyzers, which are
typically used to measure the type of signals as described in
this invention (FIG. 1).

The invention can also be applied to generate a synchroni-
zation signal for a mixer-based receiver to scan the tones of a
signals as described in FIG. 1. The synchronization signal is
measured by an additional receiver and used to normalize the
measured signal against. Meanwhile the measurement chan-
nel by itself can be calibrated using the reference signal
generator.

Another application is the calibration of the Low Fre-
quency (LF) and Radio Frequency (RF) part of a receiverin a
phase coherent way. The described signal contains a LF part
(around DC) and a part around the fundamental (and higher
harmonics). These parts are by generation phase coherent. As
such it is possible to calibrate a receiver (possibly comprising
a LF and RF part) for its LF and RF part in a phase coherent
way.

While the invention has been illustrated and described in
detail in the drawings and foregoing description, such illus-
tration and description are to be considered illustrative or
exemplary and not restrictive. The foregoing description
details certain embodiments of the invention. It will be appre-
ciated, however, that no matter how detailed the foregoing
appears in text, the invention may be practiced in many ways.
The invention is not limited to the disclosed embodiments.

Other variations to the disclosed embodiments can be
understood and effected by those skilled in the art in practic-
ing the claimed invention, from a study of the drawings, the
disclosure and the appended claims. In the claims, the word
“comprising” does not exclude other elements or steps, and
the indefinite article “a” or “an” does not exclude a plurality.
A single processor or other unit may fulfil the functions of
several items recited in the claims. The mere fact that certain
measures are recited in mutually different dependent claims
does not indicate that a combination of these measures cannot
be used to advantage. A computer program may be stored/
distributed on a suitable medium, such as an optical storage
medium or a solid-state medium supplied together with or as
part of other hardware, but may also be distributed in other
forms, such as via the Internet or other wired or wireless
telecommunication systems. Any reference signs in the
claims should not be construed as limiting the scope.

The invention claimed is:

1. A system for calibrating and for synchronizing areceiver
comprising:

receiving means for receiving a reference clock signal in a

first and a second signal path;

generating means for generating, in said first signal path, a

first plurality of phase coherent tones derived from said
reference clock signal and for generating, in said second
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signal path, a second plurality of phase coherent tones
derived from said reference clock signal, said second
plurality of phase-coherent tones being at lower fre-
quencies than said first plurality of phase-coherent
tones; and

gating means for gating said first plurality of phase coher-
ent tones by said second plurality of phase-coherent
tones, such that the second plurality of phase-coherent
tones of said second signal path appear in a distorted
version around tones of said first plurality of phase-
coherent tones of said first signal path, and for outputting
a resulting gated signal.

2. The system for calibrating and for synchronizing a

receiver as in claim 1, further comprising:

storing means for storing at least one characteristic of said
outputted gated signal.

3. The system for calibrating and for synchronizing a

receiver as claim 1, further comprising:

a pulse generating means arranged for receiving said out-
putted gated signal and for narrowing pulses in said
outputted gated signal.

4. The system for calibrating and for synchronizing a
receiver as in claim 1, wherein said generating means com-
prises in said first signal path and/or said second signal path a
divider to reduce the frequency of said reference clock signal.

5. The system for calibrating and for synchronizing a
receiver as in claim 1, wherein said generating means com-
prises in said first signal path and/or said second signal path a
bit sequence generator.

6. The system for calibrating and for synchronizing a
receiver as in claim 5, wherein said bit sequence generator is
a pseudo-random bit sequence generator.

7. The system for calibrating and for synchronizing a
receiver as in claim 5, wherein said bit sequence generator is
aperiodic bit sequence generator arranged for synthesizing a
specific pattern of phase-coherent tones.

8. The system for calibrating and for synchronizing a
receiver as in claim 5, wherein said generating means further
comprises in said first signal path and/or said second signal
path a divider to reduce the frequency of said reference clock
signal.

9. The system for calibrating and for synchronizing a
receiver as in claim 1, further comprising:

a frequency synthesizing means for modifying the fre-

quency of said reference clock signal.

10. The system for calibrating and for synchronizing a
receiver as in claim 1, wherein at least a part of said generating
means is implemented on a field programmable gate array.

11. A method for calibrating and for synchronizing a
receiver, comprising:

receiving a reference clock signal in a first and a second
signal path;

generating, in said first signal path, a first plurality of phase
coherent tones derived from said reference clock signal
and generating, in said second signal, path a second
plurality of phase coherent tones derived from said ref-
erence clock signal, said second plurality of phase-co-
herent tones being at lower frequencies than said first
plurality of phase-coherent tones; and

gating said first plurality of phase coherent tones by said
second plurality of phase-coherent tones, such that the
second plurality of phase-coherent tones of said second
signal path appear in a distorted version around tones of
said first plurality of phase-coherent tones of said first
signal path, and outputting a resulting gated signal.
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12. The method for calibrating and for synchronizing a
receiver as in claim 11, wherein said generating is performed
using a bit sequence generator.

13. The method for calibrating and for synchronizing a
receiver as in claim 12, wherein a periodic bit sequence is
applied for synthesizing a specific pattern of phase-coherent
tones.

14. The method for calibrating and for synchronizing a
receiver as in claim 11, wherein said gating is performed
using logic circuitry.

15. The method for calibrating and for synchronizing a
receiver as in claim 11, further comprising:

receiving, by a pulse generator, said outputted gated signal;

and

narrowing, by the pulse generator, pulses in said outputted

gated signal.

16. The method for calibrating and for synchronizing a
receiver as in claim 11, wherein said generating comprises:

reducing, by a divider in said first signal path and/or said

second signal, the frequency of said reference clock
signal.

17. The method for calibrating and for synchronizing a
receiver as in claim 11, wherein said generating is performed
at least in part by a bit sequence generator in said first signal
path and/or said second signal path.

18. The method for calibrating and for synchronizing a
receiver as in claim 17, wherein said bit sequence generator is
a pseudo-random bit sequence generator.

19. The method for calibrating and for synchronizing a
receiver as in claim 17, wherein said bit sequence generator is
a periodic bit sequence generator configured to synthesize a
specific pattern of phase-coherent tones.
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20. A system for calibrating and for synchronizing a
receiver, said system arranged for receiving a reference clock
signal in a first and a second signal path, and comprising:

a generator, configured to:

generate, in said first signal path, a first plurality of phase
coherent tones derived from said reference clock sig-
nal; and

generate, in said second signal path, a second plurality of
phase coherent tones derived from said reference
clock signal, said second plurality of phase-coherent
tones being at lower frequencies than said first plural-
ity of phase-coherent tones; and

a gating or multiplying circuit, configured to:

gate said first plurality of phase coherent tones by said
second plurality of phase-coherent tones, such that
the second plurality of phase-coherent tones of said
second signal path appear in a distorted version
around tones of said first plurality of phase-coherent
tones of said first signal path; and

output a resulting gated signal.

21. The system for calibrating and for synchronizing a
receiver as in claim 20, wherein said generator comprises a bit
sequence generator.

22. The system for calibrating and for synchronizing a
receiver as in claim 20, wherein said generator comprises a
divider in said first signal path and/or said second signal,
wherein the divider is configured to reduce the frequency of
said reference clock signal.

23. The system for calibrating and for synchronizing a
receiver as in claim 20, further comprising:

apulse generator configured to receive said outputted gated

signal and to narrow pulses in said outputted gated sig-
nal.



